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The problem that arises is twofold. On the one hand, the question is whether it is
possible to provide a contemporary version of the “philosophy of the ancients” on the
mutual conversion of the transcendentals: quodlibet ens est unum, verum, bonum
(Kant, Critique of Pure Reason, § 12); on the other, whether it is possible to
recognise, in the movement of their referring to each other, a way of indicating the
being.

| was encouraged in this endeavour by the extraordinary declaration of a thinker who,
nonetheless, is regarded as diffident towards philosophy, the political theorist John
Rawls. At the beginning of A Theory of Justice he wrote: “Justice is the first virtue of
social institutions, as truth is of systems of thought”. Seeing justice, and not good, at
the top of the hierarchy of the transcendentals should not unsettle us. More clearly
than Rawls, | shall consider the idea of justice as an extended form of the idea of
human good, since it circulates from me to my neighbour and from my neighbour to
other more distant people. | will thus consider the notions of good and justice partly
equivalent in the human social order.

| argue that the mutual convertibility of the transcendentals good and truth first of all
presupposes their distinction, that is to say the possibility of thinking of one without
the other. Only subsequently will it be possible to establish their reference to each
other or the implication of the one through the other. | will begin by examining the
truth/good-justice relationship and end with the justice-good/truth relationship. In my
opinion, theoretical truth — in its historic itinerary towards the recognition of its
autonomy — can be encountered not only in theoretical philosophy but also and
increasingly in the sciences of nature, considered in their full range of topics. During
the course of the prodigious development of sciences in the 20th century, nothing
came to deny the formal definition of truth as adequatio rei et intellectus to which the
Scholastic doctors referred. However, by considering science no longer just a
network of propositions but a human project, we can arrive at an interpretation of
reason that is not just theoretical but also practical. This is precisely where truth,
good and justice intersect. And truth is intended in a broader sense with respect to
the propositional truth deriving from verification operations or to the representative
models by which theories become accessible to the human being. This level is
exactly where good and human justice are involved in the activity of scientific reason
recognised as the vocation, task and mission of the scientist.



